
Program for the RDV seminar series 
FALL 2022 
 

The seminar is a collaboration between DIPA (UiB), LawTransform (UiB) and the RDV 
Research Group (Western Norway University of Applied Sciences). 

Date Time Presenter and title 

Thursday, August 18 14:15-15:30 Pernilla Levineri 

Shifts and legal changes in the Swedish child protection system – 
reflections on what is needed and the political dimension in law reform 

Moderator: Audun Løvlie 

Thursday, September 1 14:15-15:30 Michael McCannii 

No Separate Peace: On Intersectional Coalition Solidarity and Rights 
Radicalism 

Moderator: TBA 

Thursday, September 15 14:15-15:30 Elaine Sutherlandiii 

Toxicity in the public sphere – the implications for the law reform 
process and academia 

Moderator: Mathea Loen 

Thursday, September 29 14:15-15:30 Øyvind Stianseniv 

Judicial Politics in the European Court of Human Rights 

Moderator: Barbara Ruiken 

Thursday, October 13 14:15-15:30 Brid Featherstonev 

Rethinking domestic abuse in child protection 

Moderator: Frøydis Jensen 

Thursday, October 27 14:15-15:30 Jørn Øyrehagen Sundevi 

Protecting children from what? An overview of child protection in legal 
history 

Moderator: Hege S. Helland 

Thursday, November 10 14:15-15:30 Staffan Kumlinvii 

Political attitudes, trust, and ideology 

Moderator: TBA 

Thursday, November 24 14:15-15:30 Zalman Rothschildviii 

Accommodating multiculturalism and the phantom right of exit: 
Lessons from Hasidic education and custody battles 

Moderator: TBA 

Thursday, December 15 

 

Note the date 

14:15-15:30 Jørn Ljunggrenix 

Social Class and Political Participation – The Norwegian Way 

Moderator: TBA 

Minor adjustments to the program may occur. 
 
 
 
 

https://discretion.uib.no/
https://www.lawtransform.no/
https://www.hvl.no/en/research/group/law-democracy-and-welfare/


 
i Pernilla Leviner is Professor in Public Law, focusing on welfare and child law, at Stockholm University. 

She is director and board member of the interdisciplinary Stockholm Centre for the Rights of the Child, 

and editor of Nordic Journal of Social Welfare Law (Nordisk socialrättslig tidskrift). As a researcher, 

Leviner is interested in different aspects of the relation between the state, family, and individual, often 

focusing on the responsibility and role of public authorities. As can be seen from her publications, she has 

researched topics such as child protection issues, children’s rights within the health care sector, the right to 

a fair trial from a child’s perspective, the role and function of courts in child protection cases, non-

discrimination and equal treatment of children in social welfare, and children’s right to participation 

through legal representatives. https://www.su.se/english/profiles/plevi-1.184442 

 
ii Michael McCann is Professor of Political Science at the University of Washington. Professor McCann’s 

research focuses on the politics of rights and rights-based struggles for social justice, with an emphasis on 

challenges to race, gender, and class hierarchies. He also was an important figure in the interpretive turn 

toward scholarly analysis of legal discourse as a constitutive form of power. He is author of over sixty 

article-length publications and author, co-author, editor, or co-editor of eight books, including the award-

winning books Rights at work: Pay equity reform and the politics of legal mobilization (1994) and Distorting the law: 

Politics, media, and the litigation crisis (2004). https://lsj.washington.edu/people/michael-mccann  

 
iii Elaine Sutherland is Professor Emerita of Law at the University of Stirling (Scotland) and part of the 

LEGITIMACY CHALLENGES project at the Centre for Research on Discretion and Paternalism, where 

she holds a position as Professor II. Sutherland is an internationally renowned expert on child and family 

law, as she is the author of well over 100 articles and book chapters and 6 books, and the editor or co-

editor of 9 other volumes. https://discretion.uib.no/people/staff/elaine-sutherland-2/ 

 
iv Øyvind Stiansen is Associate Professor of Political Science at the University of Oslo. His research 

interests include judicial politics, the appointment of judges, judicial impact, compliance with judicial 

decisions, and applied quantitative methods. He is also interested in the European Court of Human Rights 

and international courts and tribunals, and has researched judges’ career incentives and ideology, and how 

judge behavior is affected by changes in the political context. Among other research projects, Stiansen is 

affiliated with the ENROL project at UiO, studying democratic backsliding and diminishing respect for 

the rule of law in EU member states such as Poland, and the ELITE project on elite political dynamics in 

electoral autocracies at PRIO, where Stiansen is Senior Researcher. 

https://www.sv.uio.no/isv/english/people/aca/oyvinsti/index.html  

 
v Brid Featherstone is Professor of Social Work at the University of Huddersfield (England) and 

Associate Director of the Just Futures Centre, a centre of excellence for research that seeks to address 

contemporary social problems affecting children, young people, families, and communities. She worked in 

the field of social work from 1982-1992 and has since been involved in social work education and research 

at several universities. Professor Featherstone is internationally recognized in the areas of gender, fathers, 

and child protection and an awarded researcher. The book Re-imagining child protection: Towards humane social 

work with families (2014), of which she is a co-author, has been highly influential and led to invitations to 

speak and advise on reforming child protection nationally and internationally, and the article “A marriage 

made in hell: Early intervention meets child protection”, also of which she is co-author, won the Kay 

McDougall prize for article of the year in 2015. https://pure.hud.ac.uk/en/persons/brid-featherstone 

 
vi Jørn Øyrehagen Sunde is Professor in legal history at the Department of Public and International Law 

at the University of Oslo. He has authored and edited numerous books, including one on the history of 

the Norwegian Supreme Court, as well as several articles and book chapters, such as a chapter on the 

https://www.su.se/english/profiles/plevi-1.184442
https://lsj.washington.edu/people/michael-mccann
https://discretion.uib.no/people/staff/elaine-sutherland-2/
https://www.sv.uio.no/isv/english/people/aca/oyvinsti/index.html
https://pure.hud.ac.uk/en/persons/brid-featherstone


 
history of Nordic legal culture and court culture in the 2021 Springer book, Rethinking Nordic Courts. 

Professor Sunde has been dedicated to dissemination. He has held over 600 speeches outside academia, 

participated in the making of historical exhibitions, radio and TV programs, and written a series of 

newspaper articles. Sunde is three times awarded lecturer of the year at the Faculty of Law in Bergen, 

where he was previously a professor. 

https://www.jus.uio.no/ior/english/people/aca/jornosu/index.html  

 
vii Staffan Kumlin is Professor at the Department of Political Science (University of Oslo). Kumlin’s 

research concerns comparative political behavior, public opinion, and democracy in European welfare 

states. He is the author of the book titled The personal and the political: How personal welfare state experiences affect 

political trust and ideology (2004) and co-editor of How welfare states shape the democratic public: Policy feedback, 

participation, voting, and attitudes (2014). He has also published in prestigious scientific journals and authored 

chapters in numerous edited books. https://www.sv.uio.no/isv/english/people/aca/persku/index.html 

 
viii Zalman Rothschild is a Nonresident Fellow at Stanford Law School, an Adjunct Professor of Law at 

NYU School of Law, and a Litigation Associate at a law firm in NYC, being a Doctor of both Law and 

Religion. He has a keen interest in children and the law and has taught a course by the same title. As for 

recent publications, Rothschild has published essays in Columbia Law Review on children in multicultural 

communities’ right to secular education (2019) and in Texas Law Review on religious adoption agencies 

(2021). https://law.stanford.edu/directory/zalman-rothschild/ 

 
ix Jørn Ljunggren is a Researcher at Norwegian Social Research (NOVA) at OsloMet. He holds a PhD in 

Sociology, and his research interests includes social class, urban inequality, elites, and power. Ljunggren 

has (co) edited the books Arbeiderklassen (2021), Oslo - ulikhetenes by (2017) and Klassebilder - ulikhet og sosial 

mobilitet i Norge (2010). 

https://www.jus.uio.no/ior/english/people/aca/jornosu/index.html
https://www.sv.uio.no/isv/english/people/aca/persku/index.html
https://law.stanford.edu/directory/zalman-rothschild/

